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1991 LEGISLATIVE REVIEW CONT.

must either: 1)Use all applicable adjustments in the guide or, 2) Use the base value listed in the guide (either
average retail, wholesale, or loan value), so long as it is uniformly applied within classifications of property.
If the model and year of the individual automobile are not listed in the recognized pricing guide, the taxpayer
may present proof of the original cost. The basis of the sales and use tax constitutes proof of original cost.
If the percentage or percentages of original cost do not reflect fair market value or if the taxpayer does not
supply proof of original cost, the Commissioner may select such other method which establishes fair market
value. This information is from the revised Code. The information in the Digest of Actsis from an early version
and is not correct.

PP -58.1-3506 HB 1713 Creates another classification of tangible personal property for motor vehicles
owned by persons appointed as auxiliary police officers. This classificationis limited to only one motor vehicle
thatisregularly used by an auxiliary police officer torespond to auxiliary police duties. The officer mustidentify
the vehicle to the Commissioner of Revenue each January. The official responsible for the officer's
appointment must certify that the individual is an auxiliary police office who uses a vehicle to respond to his
duties and must state that the

vehicle identified by the officer is the vehicle which is regularly used for auxiliary police duties.

PP -58.1-3906 SB 756 Adds a penalty equal to 100% of the tax to corporate or partnership officer who
willfully fails to pay, collect or truthfully account for and pay over any local admission transient occupancy,
food or beverage, or daily rental properties tax administered by the Commissioner of Revenue or other
authorized officer or willfully attempts in any manner to evade or defeat any such tax or payment thereof.
(How does one prove a willful attempt?) The officer must be under a duty to perform on behalf of the
corporation or partnership, have had actual knowledge of the failure or attempt and must have had authority
to prevent the failure or attempt. (How does one prove “ actual knowledge” ?)

G -58.1-3912 HB 1294 Allows counties and towns within the County to, by mutual agreement, com-
bine town and County taxes into a joint tax bill for real estate taxes and for personal property taxes
(separately) and mail no later than fourteen days prior to the due date. (Fairfax County must mail per-
sonal property bills no later than 30 days prior to the due date.)

G -58.1-3916 HB 1502 Provides that failure to file a return or to pay a tax due to medically determin-
able physical or mental impairment on the due date of the return or payment shall be presumptive proof
of lack of fault on the taxpayer’s part, providing the return is filed or the tax is paid within 30 days of the
due date. There is no wording emphasizing that no penalty or interest shall be imposed if failure to file a
return or pay a tax was not the fault of the taxpayer, or was the fault of the Commissioner of Revenue.
G -58.1-3916 SB 615 Authorizes localities to provide for semiannual tax collections for either or both
the real estate and tangible personal property taxes on June 5 and December 5. Previously, these dates
applied to all four categories (real property, tangible personal property, machinery and tools, and mer-
chants capital).

G - 58.1-3968 HB 1389 Allows two or more parcels or real estate to be covered by one legal proceed-
ing for the sale of land for delinquent taxes providing that each parcel is assessed at a value not exceed-
ing $100,000. The value limit has been increased from $20,000 to $100,000.

G -58.1-3990 Refunds of local taxes erroneously paid. “ No refund shall be made in any case when
application therefor was made more than three years after the last day of the tax year for which such
taxes were assessed...”

RE -15.1686.01 (County Manager Plan) Arlington County: Time in which to contest real property
assessments. “...any person aggrieved by an assessment of real estate made by the Department of Real
Estate Assessments may apply for relief to the Circuit Court of the County within one year from Decem-
ber 31 of the year in which such assessment is made.” Note: In the case of an omitted assessment
made within 3 years of the year it should have been assessed, the taxpayer has the year in which the
assessment is made and another twelve months to apply to the Court for relief.
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f ANNUAL )
CONFERENCE
IN
i WILLIAMSBURG )

Make plans to attend the 43th Annual Con-
ference of the Virginia Association of Assessing
Officers, to be held September 18, 19, and 20,
1991, at the Williamsburg Hilton and National
Conference Center in Williamsburg, Virginia.
You will not want to miss any of the educational
or recreational events being planned for your
benefit. Our special guest will be the current
IAAQ President, Joe Hunt. At the General Ses-
sion on Wednesday, Diana Hybicki will present
"Supervising for Optimal Performance”. At
Friday's General Session, Dr. Arnold Abrams, a
motivational speaker will present "Climb the
Mountain and Touch the Stars". Thursday
evening a pool side luau offering great food and
fun (be sure to wear your Hawaiian outfit). Begin
your training now for the Hula Hoop contest -
prizes will be given for both the men's and
women's divisions. Bring a supply of quarters
for your chance to make a big splash at the
Dunking Booth. With your help, the Jeff Hunt
Memorial Fund Auction will be a success once
again this year. A lot of nice items have been
donated, so bring your checkbook. On Friday
Afternoon, during the Golf Tournament, a tour
of the Lower Chesapeake Bay aboard the "Erin
Kay" has been organized. A sign-up sheet will be
at the Registration Table for the first eighteen
interested people. The is $20 per person.

Vendor displays will be in the registration
area during the Conference. To date, the follow-
ing vendors have paid to participate:

Cott Systems

KVS Information Systems, Inc.
ExecuTrain

Cadastrial Science, Inc.

Our own Dick Chandler will also have a booth
presenting information about current State li-
censing requirements.
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PROFESSIONAL
DESIGNATION Pﬁ
PROGRAM
UPDATE T

As mentioned in the last issue of VAAQO's
Network, Virginia continues to lead the nation
with new IAAO designees since the 1990 IAAQO
Conference, thereby insuring the likelihood of
winning the *“Virginia Cup” for the second
straight year. Currently we have 10 new
designees.

The Demonstration Appraisal Writing Work-
shop and CAE Case Study Examination Review
Workshop, held at this years seminar, were
very successful. Seven individuals passed the
CAE case study exam and several demonstra-
tion reports are expected from the writing
workshop. Thanks to Greg Lafakis, CAE, Dena
Siri, CAE, Richard Duncan, RES, Tom Rice,
CAE, and Janet Coldsmith, CAE. Congratula-
tions to our new designees and those individu-
als pursuing a professional designation.

IAAO Designees in the news

- Will (Biff) Leonard, RES of Hanover County,
passed the CAE case study exam and
recently sat for the CAE comprehensive
exam.

- Richard Paul, RES of Henrico County, and
Wanda Owens, RES of the City of Hamp-
ton, passed the CAE case study exam and
are scheduled to take the CAE comprehen-
sive exam in September.

- Robert Taylor, RES, SRA, with Rountrey &
Associates in Richmond, received reci-
procity with the IAAO for a commercial
demonstration report prepared for the Ap-
praisal Institute and will take the CAE
comprehensive exam in September.

(Continued on Page 7)
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THE TIDEWATER
ASSESSORS GROUP
MEETINGS

The Tidewater Assessors Group was formed
approximately four years ago to provide a vehicle for
the sharing of real estate market information be-

tween the area’s assessment jurisdictions. The
group has a lunch meeting every couple of months to
get together and discuss matters of mutual impor-
tance. Frequently, there is a guest speaker who
addresses the group on a relevant topic. Each
meeting is hosted by a different jurisdiction on a
revolving basis and generally alternates from the
peninsula and colonial Williamsburg areas to the
various cities on the southside. The host jurisdiction
arranges for the meeting place which is generally a
restaurant in their locality that can accommodate
group functions. They also arrange for a speaker or
select the format and lead the group discussion.

The group retains an informal structure with no
charter, elected officers or dues. The individual
attender is responsible for his/her lunch bill. No
limitation is place on a jurisdiction as to the number
of employees they may bring to the luncheons and the
meetings are opened to assessment personnel at all
levels of employment. Attendance at most meetings
is around 25 to 35 persons with most member
jurisdictions represented.

The occasional meetings have proven very suc-
cessful in strengthening professional ties, developing
networking relationships and providing a forum for
feedback on assessment issues. | believe the group
will continue meeting for many years to come. The
jurisdictions in the Tidewater Assessors Group con-
sists of the cities of Virginia Beach, Chesapeake,
Norfolk, Portsmouth, Suffolk, Newport News, Hamp-
ton, Poquoson, and Williamsburg and the counties of
James City and York.

- Larry E. Thurston, ASA

PDP UPDATE CONT.

IAAO Candidates in the news

- Ron Hubbard of Henrico County and Joyce
Dyson of Chesterfield County recently re-
ceived the RES designation.

- Debbie Bunn, ASA, VAAO President, of the
City of Suffolk, passed the required residen-
tial demonstration appraisal report and will
take the CAE comprehensive exam in Sep-
tember.

- Don Harrell, RM, of the City of Chesapeake,
passed the CAE case study exam and is
scheduled to take the CAE comprehensive
exam in September.

- Jerry Banagan, ASA and Larry Thurston,
ASA of the City of Virginia Beach, Mary
Klinkel of the City of Falls Church, and John
Cunningham of Prince William County, all
recently passed the CAE case study exam.

- Sam Davis, CAE
Chairperson
VAAO PDP Committee
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NETWORK is published quarterly by the Virginia
Association of Assessing Officers, a non-profit orga-
nization whose purpose is to improve assessment
standards and practices in the State of Virginia.
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Biff Leonard
Larry Thurston
Janet Coldsmith
Ray Collins
Sharon Brumfield
Bruce Woodzell

Hanover County
Virginia Beach
Fairfax County

Richmond

Hanover County

Albemarle County

Randy Rush Prince George Co.
Bill Wimmer Roanoke County
Lynn Williford York County
Elaine Foulk Suffolk
Janet Tye-Wenger Chesapeake

Special thanks to - June Pegram, Secretary,
Hanover County Assessor's Office

CORRESPONDENCE

c/o Will E. (Biff) Leonard, Ill, RES
Deputy Assessor, Hanover County
P.0. Box 470, Hanover Courthouse

Hanover, Virginia 23069-0470
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ASSESSMENT
MANUALS
STILL
AVAILABLE

Any VAAO member or
Assessor's Office which
needs an assessment
manual (originally distrib-
uted at the 1989 Annual
Conference in Wintergreen),
please contact:

Ken Strickler, Chairperson
VAAO Manual Committee
1507 Boulevard
Colonial Heights, VA 23834
(804) 520-9273

CITY OF RICHMOND HAS NEW ASSESSOR

John H. Hughes, CAE, SRPA, was appointed as City Assessor for
the City of Richmond, Virginia on March 1, 1991, replacing Richard A.
Chandler who retired after 34 years of service. "You might say | came
up through the ranks", says Hughes, who has worked for the city for
17 years. Hughes began his career with the city as a building inspector
in 1969. He rose through the ranks to the position of Supervising
Appraiserin 1980. From 1984 to 1989, Hughes left the City to operate
an independent appraisal business. His return to the City signaled a
commitment to his original goals.

Hughes graduated from Virginia State University with a Bachelor's
degree in Economics and has pursued further studies at Virginia
Commonwealth University. He served as a Medical Specialist E-5 in the
U. S. Army. He later accomplished AIREA, SREA, and IAAQO courses,
attained the Senior Real Property Appraiser (SRPA) designationin 1976
and the Certified Assessment Evaluator (CAE) designation in 1977.

He has served as the president of the local chapter of the SREA, and
in various capacities for the Virginia Association of Assessment
Officers. Widely respected as an advocate of professionalism and
public service, he is also an active leader in church and community
programs, he is married, has two sons, and is a "Redskin" fan.

- Fred Nisbeth, CAE
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