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Article X, Continued
body thereof.

So long as the Commonwealth shall levy upon any oublic service
corporation a state franchise, license, or other similar tax based upon
or measured by its gross receipts or gross earnings, or any part thereof,
its real estate and tangible personal property shall be assessed by a

central state agency, as prescribed by law.

Section 3. Taxes or assessments upc. abutting property owners.

The General Assembly by general law may authorize any county, city,
town, or regional government to impose taxes or assessments upon abutting
property owners for such local public improvements as may be designated
by the General Assembly; however, such taxes or assessments shall not be
in excess of the peculiar benefits resulting from the improvements to
such abutting property owners.

Section 4. Property segregated for local taxation; exceptions.

“e~1 esgtate, coal and other mineral lands, and tangible persconal
property, except the rolling stock of public service corporations, are
hereby segregated for, and made subject to, local taxation only, and
shall be assessed for local taxation in such manner and at such times as

the Ge-.eral Assembly may prescribe by general law.

Section 5. Franchise taxes; taxation of corporate stock.
The General Assembly, in imposing a franchise tax upon corporations,
may in its discretion make the same in lieu of taxes upon other property,

in whole, or “*n part, of such corporations. Whenever a franchise tax
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Article X, Continued

shall be imposed upon a corporation doing business in this Commonwealth,
or whenever all the capital, however invested, of a corporation chartered
under the laws of this Commonwealth shall be taxed, the shares of stock
issued by any such corporation shall not be further taxed.

Section 6. Exempt property.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this Constitution, the fol-
lowing property and no other shall be exempt from taxation, state and
local, including inheritance taxes:

(1) Property owned directly or indirectly by the Commonwealth or
any political subdivision thereof, and obligations of the Commonwealth or
any political subdivision thereof exempt by law.

(2) Real estate and personal property owned and exclusively occu-
pied or used by churches or religious bodies for religious worship or for
the residences of their ministers.

(3) Private or public bhurying grounds or cemeteries, provided the
same are not operated for profit.

(4) Property owned by public libraries or by institutions of
learning, not conducted for profit, so lang as such property is primarily
used for literary, scientific or educational purposes or purposes inci-
dental thereto. This provision may also apply to leasehold interests in
such property as may be provided by general law.

(5) Intangible personal property,or any class or classes thereof,

as may be exempted in whole or in part by general law.
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Article ¥, Continued

(6) Property used by its owner for religious, charitable, patri-

otic, historical, benevolent, cultural, or public park and playground
purposes, as may be provided by classification or designation by a three-
fourths vote of the members elected to each house of the General Assembly
and subject to such restrictions and conditions as may be prescribed.

(b) The General Assembly may by general law authorize the govern-
ing body of any county, city, town, or regional government to provide for
the exemption from local real property taxation, or a portion thereof,
within such restrictions and - upon such conditions as may be prescribed,
of real estate owned by, and occupied as the sole dwelline of, persons
not less than sixty-five years of age who are deemed by the General Assem-
bly to be bearing.an extraordinary tax ,burden on said real estate in re-
lation to their income and financial worth.

(c) Except as to property of the Commonwealth, the General Assem-
bly by general law may restrict or condition, in whole or in part, but
not extend, any or all of the above exemptions.

(d) The General Assembly may define as a separate subject Br tax-
ation any property,including real or personal property, equipment, facil-
ities or devices, used primarily for the purpose of abating or preventing
pollution of the atmosphere or waters of the Commonwealth, and by general
law may allow the governing body of any county, city, town, or regional
government to exempt or partially exempt such property from taxation, or

by general law may directly exempt or partially exempt such property from
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Article X, Continued

taxation.

(e) The General Assembly may define as a separate subject of tax-
ation household goods and personal effects and by general law may allow
the governing body of any county, city, town, or regional govermment to
exempt or partially exempt such property from taxation, or by general law
may directly exempt or partially exempt such property from taxation.

(f) Exemptions of property from axation as established or auth-
orized hereby shall be strictly construed; provided, however, that all
property exempt from taxation on the effective date of this section shall
continue to be exempt until otherwise provided by the General Assembly as

herein set forth.

(g) The General Assembly may by general law authorize any coun-
ty, city, town, or regional government to impose a service charge upon
the owners of a class or classes of exempt property for services pro-
vided by such governments.

Section 7. Collection and disposition of state revenues.

All taxes, licenses, and other revenues of the Commonwealth shall
be collected by its proper officers and paid into the state treasury.
No money shall be paid out of the state treasury except in pursuance of
appropriations made by law;and no such appropriation shall be made which
is payable more, than two years and six months after the end of the ses-
sion of the General Assembly at which the law is enacted authorizing the

same.
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Article X, Continued

Section 8. Limit of tax or revenue.

No other or greater amount of tax or revenues shall, at any time,
be levied than may be required for the necessary expenses of the govern-
ment, or to pay the indebtedness of the Commonwealth.

Section 9. State debt.

No debt shall be contracted by or in behalf of the Commonwealth
except as provided herein.

(a) Debts to meet emergencies and redeem previous debt obliga-
tions.

The General Assembly may (1) contract debts to suppress insurrec-
tion, repel invasion, or defend the Commonwealth in time of war; (2)
contract debts, or ray authorize the Governor to contract debts, to meet
casual deficits in the revenue or in anticipation of the collection of
revenues of the Commonwealth for the then current fiscal year within the
amount of authorized appropriations, provided that the total of such in-
debtedness shall not exceed thirty per centum of an amount equal to 1205
times the average annual tax revenues of the Commonwealth derived from
taxes on income and retail sales, as certified by the Auditor of Public

Accounts, for the preceding fiscal year and that eachrsuch debt shall

mature within twelve months from the date such debt is incurred; and (3)
contract debts to redeem a previous debt obligation of the Commonwealth.
The full faith and credit of the Commonwealth shall be pledged to

any debt created under this subsection. The amount of such debt shall
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Article X, Continued

not be included in the limitation on debt hereinafter established, ex-
cept that the amount of debt incurred pursuant to clause (3) above shall
be included in determining the limitation on the aggregate amount of
general obligation debt for capital projects permitted elsewhere in this
Article unless the debt so incurred pursuant to clause (3) above is se-
cured by a pledge of net revenues from capital projects of institutions
or agencies administered solely by the executive department of the Com-
monwealth or of institutions of higher learning of the Commonwealth,
which net revenues the Governor shall certify are anticipated to be suf-
ficient to pay the principal of and interest on such debt and to provide
such reserves as the law authorizing the same may require, in which event
the amount thereof shall be included in determining the limitation on
the aggregate amount of debt contained in the provision of this Article
which authorizes general obligation debt for certain revenue-producing
capital projects.

(d) Obligation to which section not applicable.

The restrictions of this section shall not apply to any obliga-
tion incurred by the Commonwealth or any institution, agency, or author-
ity thereof if the full faith and credit of the Commonwealth is not

pledged or committed to the payment.of such obligation.

Section 10. Lending of credit,stock subscriptions, and works of intern-
al improvement.

Neither the credit of the Commonwealth nor of any county, city,
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Article X, Continued

town, or regional government shall be directly or indirectly, under any
device or pretense whatsoever, granted to or in aid of any person, asso-
ciation, or corporation; nor shall the Commonwealth or any such unit of
government subscribe to or become interested in the stock or obligations
of any company, association, or corporation for the purpose of aiding in
the construction or maintenance of its work; nor shall the Commonwealth
become a party tc or become interésted in any work of internal improve-
ment, except pu':'ic roads and public parks, or engage in carrying on any
such work; nor shall the Commonwealth assume any indebtedness of any
county, city, town, or regional government, nor lend its credit to the
same. This section shall not be construed to prohibit the General Assem-
bly from establishing an authority with power to insure and guarantee
loans to finance industrial development and industrial expansion and
from making appropriations to such authority.
Section 11. Governmental employee retirement system fund.

The General Assembly shall maintain a State employees retirement
system to be administered in the best interest of the beneficiaries there-
of and subject to such restrictions or conditions as may be prescribed by

the General Assembly.
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The Star Spangled Banner

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early Light

What s0 proudly we hailed at the twilight's Last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stans, thro' the perilous fight,
0'rne the nampants we watched, were s0 gallantly sineaming?

And the nockets' ned glane, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof thro' the night that our §lag was sXULL there.

Oh, say, does that Stan-spangled Banner yet wave

0'ne the Land of the free, and the home of the brave?

On the shone, dimly seen thro' the mists of the deep,
Where the §oe's haughty host in dread silence nreposes,
What is that which the breeze, o'ne the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceakls, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning's §inst beam,
In full glory nreflected, now shines on the stream;

Tis the Stan-spangled Bannen; oh, Long may it wave
0'ne the Land of the §ree, and the home of the brave.

And whene is that band, who s0 vauntingly swore

That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion,

A home and a country should Leave us no more?

Thein bLood was washed out thein foul footsteps! pollution;
No nefuge could save the hine-Ling and sfave

From the terron of §Light on the gloom of the ghave;

And the Star-spangled Banner in triumph doth wave

0'ne the Land of the gree, and the home of the brave.

Oh, this be it ever when free men shatll stand

Between thein Loved homes and the warn's desofation;

Blest with victony and peace, may the Heaven-rescued Land
Praise the Powen that hath made and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when out cause Lt is fust;

And this be our motto: "In God i3 ourn Trust!"

And the Stan-spangled Banner in triumph shall wave

0'ne the Land of the free, and the home of the brave.

By: Francis Scott Key
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